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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 29 
January 2009 has been entered. 

Remarks 

2. In response to communications filed on 29 January 2009, claim(s) 8, 9, 1 1 , 13, 
20, 29, 31 and 35 is/are amended per Applicant's request. Therefore, claims 8-1 1,13- 
14, 20 and 29-37 are presently pending in the application, of which, claim(s) 20, 29, 31 
and 35 is/are presented in independent form. 

3. In light of Applicant's amendments, the objections to the claims have been 
withdrawn. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8-11, 13-14, 20 and 29-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nokia ("Nokia 7650 User's Guide", Issue 4EN. Applicant's IDS filed 9 
February 2004 states that this guide was released 7 June 1998) in view of LG ("LG 
VX6000 Manual". PDF file created 20 May 2003, the presumed publication date). 

As to claim 20, Nokia teaches a computer readable medium encoded with a 
computer program comprising: 

program instructions for controlling an electronic device, the electronic device 
having a digital camera and a user input device (see page 50, "Camera", "Joystick"), 
which program instructions when loaded into a processor, provide: 

a database software application (see page 42, "Contacts"); 

a camera control software application that is separate from the database 
software application (see page 50, "Taking pictures", step 1, "Camera application"); and 

an image viewing software application that is separate from the camera control 
software application and the database software application (see page 53, "Images 
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allows you to view [...] photos and pictures stored in your phone" and see page 50, 
"Images application"), 

wherein the database software application provides a user interface that enables 
a user to access personal data organized as a plurality of contacts entries in a 
database, where each contacts entry is associated with a different person (see page 42, 
"Contacts") and has one or more alphanumeric text fields (see page 42, "Creating 
contact cards", step 2, "Fill in the fields") and an image field (see page 42, "Contacts", 
"You can also add [...] a thumbnail image to a contact card.") and the camera control 
software application providing a user interface that enables the user to control the 
electronic device using the user input device for displaying the camera menu to capture 
an image via the digital camera (see page 50, "Camera") and automatically presenting a 
user selectable option, on capturing an image, for entering the database software 
application and using the captured image as an image field of a contacts entry of the 
database (see page 51 , "Portrait [...] can be added to a contact card" and see pages 43- 
44, "Inserting a picture to a contact card"), and presenting a user selectable option to 
access the captured image through the image viewing software application (see page 
44, "Options when viewing a contact card"), wherein functionality of the camera menu is 
provided by the camera control software application (see page 50, "Menu -> Camera") 
and wherein functionality of the phonebook menu is provided by the database software 
application (see page 42, "Menu -> Contacts"). 
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Nokia does not explicitly teach wherein the camera control application provides 
for taking a picture and then assigning the picture from a camera menu instead of from 
a phonebook menu. 

However, LG teaches wherein the camera control application provides for taking 
a picture and then assigning the picture from a camera menu instead of from a 
phonebook menu (see page 51 , "Set As ... Contacts"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the relevant art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Nokia by the teachings of LG because the 
combination of prior art elements would be done according to known methods to yield 
predictable results. 

Nokia , as modified, still does not explicitly teach "immediately" presenting an 
option to use the captured image as an image field of a contacts entry of the database. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the relevant art at 
the time the invention was made to have further modified Nokia to immediately present 
such an option upon capturing an image because it would merely provide an automatic 
means to replace a manual activity which accomplished the same result (see MPEP 
2144.04.111 and In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 1958)). 
Furthermore, providing shortcuts for commonly-used features is a well-known technique 
in user interface design (for evidence, see section 6 of "A Summary of Principles for 
User-Interface Design"). 
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As to claim 29, Nokia teaches a method comprising: 

For the remaining limitations of this claim, Applicant is directed to Examiner's 
comments regarding claim 20 above. 

As to claims 30 and 34, Nokia does not explicitly teach wherein the database is 
modified from within the camera control software application. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the relevant art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Nokia to modify the data from within 
the camera control software application because it would allow the camera software to 
provide a shortcut to a commonly-used feature. Providing shortcuts for commonly-used 
features is a well-known technique in user interface design (for evidence, see section 6 
of "A Summary of Principles for User-Interface Design"). 

As to claim 31 , Nokia teaches an apparatus comprising: 

an input including soft keys (See e.g. page 42, "Contacts", Fig. 1 . The "Options" 
and "Exit" options correspond to soft keys. Note that, for example, in Fig. 2 on page 44 
the "Exit" option is replaced with a "Back" option.) 

For the remaining limitations of this claim, Applicant is directed to Examiner's 
comments regarding claim 20 above. 

As to claim 8, Nokia , as modified, teaches wherein the database software 
application functions as at least a telephone book (see page 42, "Contacts"). 
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As to claim 9, Nokia , as modified, teaches wherein each contacts entry has at 
least one alphanumeric text field for storing a telephone number (see page 42, 
"Contacts", "you can store and manage contact information such as names, phone 
numbers and addresses"). 

As to claim 10, Nokia , as modified, teaches operating as a telephone, further 
wherein the processor is responsive to an incoming call to display an image from the 
image field of a contacts database entry that has an alphanumeric text field 
corresponding to the telephone number originating the incoming call (see page 19, Fig. 
3). 

As to claim 1 1 , Nokia , as modified, teaches wherein the contacts entry can be 
selected by a user scrolling the image fields of the database (see page 44, Fig. 2 and 
see page 47, Fig. 3). 

As to claim 13, Nokia , as modified, teaches further comprising a temporary 
memory for temporarily storing a captured image (see page 51 , lines 1-2. The default 
location is a temporary location because the user is immediately presented with an 
option to Delete it). 
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As to claim 14, Nokia , as modified, teaches the camera control software 
application is arranged to transfer the captured image from temporary storage in the 
temporary memory to permanent storage accessible by the viewing application (See 
page 51 . After the image is taken, the user has the option to delete it. If the user 
chooses not to delete it, the image is stored permanently). 

As to claims 32 and 36, Nokia , as modified, teaches wherein, upon the user 
selecting the option to add the captured image to the database memory, the camera 
control software application is configured to present a plurality of sub-options including a 
sub-option to create a new contacts entry in the database (see page 42, "Creating 
contact cards") and a sub-option to modify an existing contacts entry in the database 
(see page 43, "Editing contact cards"). 

As to claims 33 and 37, Nokia , as modified, teaches wherein upon the selection 
of one of the sub-option to create a new contacts entry and the sub-option to modify an 
existing contacts entry, adding the captured image to an image field of the selected one 
of the new contacts entry and the existing contacts entry (see Examiner's comments 
above and pages 42-44). 

As to claim 35, Nokia teaches a user interface, comprising: 
For the remaining limitations of this claim, Applicant is directed to Examiner's 
comments regarding claim 31 above. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 29 January 2009 with respect to the rejected 
claims in view of the cited references have been fully considered but are moot in view of 
the new grounds for rejection. 

Additional References 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of art with respect to 
camera phone menus in general: 



Doc. No. 


Assigned to 


US 6512819 B1 
US 6510325 B1 
US 7003318 B2 
US 7027084 B1 


Sato; Shinichi et al. 
Mack, II; Gawins A. et al. 
Kota; Yuichiro et al. 
Watanabe; Mikio 
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Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to the examiner, Mark A. Radtke. The examiner's telephone number is (571) 
272-7163, and the examiner can normally be reached between 9 AM and 5 PM, 
Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to contact the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christian Chace, can be reached at (571) 272-4190. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to Customer Service at (800) 786-9199. 

maxr 



/Christian P. Chace/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2165 



